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f A combination push switch device perform- 
ing multiple functions is disclosed. The push 
switch device includes a base provided with at 
least two switch elements and at least two 
linkage members, and a push button provided 
with push members and linkage members at 
positions opposite to said switch elements and 
linkage members of the base, respectively. The 
base and the push button are assembled to- 
gether by the linkage members of both the base 
and the push button so as to enable the button 
to move vertically. A return means is provided 
for forcing the push button to return to the 
original position thereof upon releasing the 
push button. The combination push switch de- 
vice thus constructed is simple in structure and 
easy to assemble. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTUS 


1. Field Of The Invention 

The present Invention relates to a combination 5 
push switch device having multiple operational func- 
tions for use In the remote controller for audio visual 
equipment, such as consumer electronics, in the key- 
board for office automation equipment, and similar 
applications. 10 


2. Discussion Of Related Art 

In recent years as more and more functions are 
incorporated with audio visual equipment and office 15 
automation equipment, there have been used differ- 
ent combination push switch devices wherein a plur- 
ality of switch elements are put together on a base. 

Specific examples of such combination push 
switch devices are found in the remote controller of a 20 
video cassette recorder for operating the functions of 
reproducing, recording, forwarding, rewinding, stop- 
ping, or similar operations and in the keyboard of a 
personal computer for shifting a cursor on the display 
up and down or right and left. 25 

These combination push switches are usually 
built from a plurality of basic switch parts, which are 
comprised of pairs of switch elements and push but- 
tons and arranged on specified positions on a base, 
and a cover plate with a plurality of openings, through 30 
which the push buttons project, to protect the rest of 
the basic switch part assembly. The push buttons are 
supported by spiral springs for moving up and down 
and are also provided with flanges having diameters 
larger than those of the openings made on the cover 35 
plate to prevent the push buttons from jumping out up- 
ward. 

As smaller sizes and reduced prices have been 
required of many kinds of electronic equipment re- 
cently, strong requirements for smaller dimensions 40 
and lower costs have been put forth with the combin- 
ations push switch devices used In such equipment. 

However, because of the structure of the prior art 
combination push switch devices, which include nu- 
merous individual basic switch parts, a high density 45 es: 
layout of those basic switch parts is not possible, re- 
sulting in imposing some limitations on the size reduc- 
tion of such devices. In addition, since many compo- 
nent parts are used, the assembly of the combination 
push switch devices tends to be complex and the so 
steps thereof also tend to be numerous. As a result, 
the assembly cost of such prior art devices is likely to 
be high. 

The prior art discussed above does not suggest 
the advantage of having a combination push switch 55 
device comprising a single push button with at least 
two push members which can independently operate 
at least two switch elements. 


One embodiment of the invention is directed to a 
combination push switch device which comprises: 

(a) a base which comprises at least two switch 
elements and a linkage means placed in at least 
two positions on the base; 

(b) a push button having push members at each 
respective position opposite to each of the switch 
elements and a linkage means at each respective 
position opposite to each of the linkage means on 
the base; and 

(c) a return means which forces the push button 
to return to the original position thereof when a 
depress force is released from the push button. 
The base and the push button are coupled (as- 
sembled) through a coupling between the linkage 
means of the base and the linkage means of the push 
button so as to allow the push button to move verti- 
cally. 

Asecond embodiment of the invention is directed 
to the combination push switch device described 
above which additionally comprises a central (sec- 
ond) push button (smaller in size than the push button 
described above). The central push button is inserted 
into an opening provided substantially in the central 
portion of the push button. The central button is mov- 
able in the vertical direction independently of the 
push button. A separate switch element is arranged 
on the base at a position opposite and corresponding 
to the central push button to provide an additional 
switch element independent of the switch elements 
operated by the push button. 

Each of the switch elements comprises a f ixed 
contact formed on the upper surface of the base, a 
movable contact arranged on the fixed contact, and 
an adhesive insulating film for maintaining the mov- 
able contact on the fixed contact. The movable con- 
tact is preferably dome-shaped. 

An additional embodiment of the invention is di- 
rected to a combination push switch device .which in- 
corporates a rotational angle detecting function into 
the push switch device described above. The combin- 
ation push switch device of this embodiment compris- 


(a) a base which includes at least two switch ele- 
ments and linkage means placed in at least two 
positions on the base; 

(b) a push button having push members at each 
respective position opposite to each of the switch 
elements and linkage means at each respective 
position opposite to each of the linkage means of 
the base; 

(c) a return means which forces the push button 
to return to the original position thereof when a 
depress force is released from the push button; 

(d) a ring-like knob arranged outside the outer cir- 
cumference of the push button, the ring-like knob 
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provided with a knob-placed linkage means; 

(e) a linkage means for the knob arranged on the 
base at positions opposite to the knob-placed 
linkage means; 

(f) a rotational angle detecting means for detect- 
ing the rotational angle of the ring-like knob; and 

(g) a rotational return means for returning the 
ring-like knob to the original position thereof upon 
release of the rotational operation. 

In this embodiment, the base and the push button 
are assembled together through a coupling between 
the linkage means of the base and the linkage means 
of the push button to allow for a vertical movement of 
the push button. The base and the rhg-like knob are 
assembled together through a coupling between the 
linkage means forthe knobon the base and the knob- 
placed linkage means on the ring-like knob to allow a 
rotational movement of the ring-like knob. 

The rotational angle detecting means comprises 
at least one slide contact formed on the bottom sur- 
face of the ring-like knob and circular arc-shaped con- 
tacts formed on the base at positions opposite to the 
slide contacts. 

The combination push switch device of this inven- 
tion provides important advantages. With the combin- 
ation push switch device of this invention, one push 
button can operate a plurality of switch elements in- 
dependently due to the seesaw-like motion of the 
push button. Additionally, the miniaturization of the 
device and a reduction in the number of components 
used in its construction can be achieved. 

The seesaw-like motion of the push button is fa- 
cflitated by the couplings formed by the linkage 
means of the base and the linkage means of the push 
button. The couplings serve as fulcra at least two 
places for a stabilized motion. Thus, even when one 
of the switch elements is turned on, it is possible to 
have the other switch element kept open (I.e., turned 
off), thereby preventing erroneous functioning of the 
switch device. Furthermore, the extremely compact 
construction of the switch elements results in a reduc- 
tion of the thickness of the switch elements and con- 
tributes to a thin construction of the entire combina- 
tion push switch device. 

Additionally, since multiple switch elements can 
be formed at one time on the base, the assembly of 
the combination push switch device is substantially 
simplified. 

Further, by having each linkage means of both 
the base and the push button constructed from a sup- 
port which is provided with a slip preventive means, 
such as a pawl, for example, and by having the sup- 
ports of the linkage means either of the base or the 
push button formed of an elastic material, the linkage 
means of the base and of the push button can be cou- 
pled with each other simply by pressing the push but- 
ton down towards the base, which simplifies assem- 
bly of the device. 


Additionally, by having the linkage means placed 
In appropriate positions so that the fulcra of the see- 
saw motion are located at the same positions as the 
push member or inside thereof, depressing (i.e., ao 

5 tivatlng) one switch element does not cause errone- 
ous operation of the other switch elements even if the 
gaps between the switch elements and the push 
members are narrowed. Accordingly, the thickness of 
the whole combination push switch device can be for- 

10 ther reduced. 

Furthermore, since there is no linkage means in 
the central portion of the push button, an opening can 
be made therein and an individual switch element can 
be placed in the central portion of the push button as 

1$ discussed above. As a result, the function of the com- 
bination push switch device can be expanded. Fur- 
thermore the provision of the rotational angle detect- 
ing means in one of the embodiments described 
above makes it possible to provide a combination 

20 push switch device of a simple and thin structure and 
expanded multiple functions. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

25 Figs. 1 through Fig. 7 relate to a combination 
push switch device described as a first exemplary 
embodiment (Embodiment 1) of the present inven- 
tion. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the combination 
30 push switch device. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a base on which switch 
elements have been formed. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the combination 
push switch device cut along the line Xa - Xa, as 
35 shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the push switch 
device cut along the line X, - X t . 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of 
switch elements. 
*o Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the push switch 
device cut along the line X, - X 1( while one of the 
switch elements is in operation (activated). 

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the push switch 
device cut along the line Xa - Xa, while one of the 
45 switch elements is in operation (activated). 

Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a combination 
push switch device which is a modification of the push 
switch device of the first embodiment. 

Fig. 9 and Fig. 10 relate to a combination push 
so switch device described as a second exemplary em- 
bodiment (Embodiment 2) of the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the combination 
push switch device. 

Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view of the push 
55 switch device of Fig. 9. 

Fig. 11 through Fig. 16 relate to a combination 
push switch device described as a third exemplary 
embodiment (Embodiment 3) of the present Inven- 
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tion. 

Fig. 11 is a cross-sectional view of the push 
switch device. 

Fig. 12 is a top plan view of the push switch de- 
vice. 5 

Fig. 13 is a top plan view of a contacts board. 

Fig. 14 is a top pian view showing how the con- 
tacts board is assembled with a base. 

Fig. 15 is a top plan view showing how a ring-like 
knob is mounted on the base. 10 

Fig. 16 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a 
switch element 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS" ~~ 
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The preferred embodiments of the invention will 
now be described in conjunction with the illustration 
thereof in the drawings. 

According to a first embodiment of the invention, 20 
illustrated in Figs. 1-7, a combination push switch de- 
vice that can be used, for example, for shifting a cur- 
sor of a personal computer will be described. As 
shown in Fig. 1, the combination push switch device 
of this embodiment comprises a contact sheet 13 25 
made of a heat resistant resin f Urn with four switch ele- 
ments formed on its surface. The contact sheet is 
supported by a base 11. The base 11 is produced by 
molding an insulating resin. Over the base 11 there is 
placed a push button 27 having four push positions 30 
35A, 35B, 35C and 35D. 

An element 21 is a terminal block of the contact 
sheet 13 and elements 34 are elastic supports for 
mounting the combination push switch device to 
equipment. 35 

The combination push switch device of this em- 
bodiment will be described in detail by referring to Fig. 
2 through Fig. 5. 

Fixed contacts 12A- 12D are printed on the con- 
tact sheet 1 3 at respective positions which are located 40 
on the axes X, and at an equal distance from the 
origin where the two rectangular coordinate axes ^ 
and cross each ether (the point of intersection of 
the axes X 1p and Y,). 

Supports 15A, 15B f 15C and 15D, having pawls 45 
14A, 14B, 14C and 14D placed on the tips of the sup- 
ports to prevent slippage, are integrally molded with 
the base 11 at respective positions which are located 
on axes X 2 and Y 2 at an equal distance from the origin 
of the X 2 - Y 2 rectangular coordinate axes (the point 50 
of intersection of the axes X 2 and Y 2 ). The X 2 - Y 2 rec- 
tangular coordinate axes are rotated from the X, - Y, 
coordinate axes by 45 degrees. 

Elastic dome-shaped movable contacts 16A, 
16B, 16C and 16D are fixed over the fixed contacts 55 
12A- 12D by means of adhesive insulating films 17A, 
1 7B, 1 7C and 1 7D, respectively, thereby creating four 
switch elements 18A, 18B, 18C and 18D. 


Details of these switch elements 1 8A- 18D will be 
explained with the help of Fig. 2 and Fig. 5. 

The fixed contacts 12A - 12D comprise, respec- 
tively, C-shaped ring-like contacts 19A, 19B, 19C and 
19D located on the outer circumference, small circu- 
lar contacts 20A, 20B, 20C and 20D located in the 
center, and leads 22A, 22B, 22C and 22D and leads 
23A. 23B, 23C and 23D which make connection be- 
tween the contacts and the terminals. Insulating paint 
layers 24A, 24B, 24C and 24D are applied over the 
places where the C-shaped ring-like contacts 19A - 
1 9D are cut out and the leads 23A - 23D pass. 

Although the leads 22A- 22D and the leads 23A 
- 23D are connected to each terminal of the terminal 
block 21, the connection is not illustrated in Fig. 2. 

The movable contacts ifiA- ifip p | nref1 over the 
fixed contacts 12A- 12D are aligned in their positions 
so that their peripheries 25A - 25D may come into 
contact with the C-shaped ring-like contacts 19A - 
19D. The movable contacts are fixed on the base 11 
at each respective periphery by means of adhesive in- 
sulating films 17A- 17D covering the entire structure 
of each of the movable contacts 16A - 16D. At this 
time, the curved central portions 26A - 26D of the 
movable contacts 1 6A - 1 6D keep a fixed gap e (snap 
back stroke) from the small circular contacts 20A - 
20D. The leads 23A - 23D and the peripheries 25A - 
25D, of the movable contacts 16A - 16D, superim- 
posed over the leads 23A - 23D, are insulated from 
each other by the insulating paint layers 24A- 24D. 

The pushbu tton 27 which actuates ( activates) or 
reJeasesjMies^ch elementsTSA- 18Dlsproviaed 


with push members28A, 28B, 28ClridpD on its bot 
torn surface at the'^iaces opposite to the respective 
switch elements. 

On each of the radial lines situated Just between 
any pairs of the push members 28A- 28D on the bot- 
tom surface of the push button 27 are respectively 
formed rods 30A, 30B, 30C and 30D which are pro- 
vided with pawls 29A, 29B, 29C and 29D to prevent 
slippage on the tips of the rods on the outside surface 
thereof. These rods 30A - 30D and pawls 29A - 29D 
are located so that they extend inside of the supports 
15A- 15D and engage (mesh) with the pawls 14A - 
14D of the supports 15A - 15D erected on the base 
1 1 . Accordingly, the push button 27 can be supported 
in such a way that it is movable vertically. 

Due to the elasticity of the supports 15A - 15D 
which are formed of an elastic material, the coupling 
between the rods 30A - 30D and the supports 15A - 
15D takes place by depressing the former onto the 
latter. 

Also, as shown in Fig. 2, the rods 30A - 30D are 
restricted in their rotational motion by stopper extru- 
sions 31A, 31B, 31C and 31D formed next to the sup- 
ports 15A - 15D. The stopper extrusions 31 - 31D 
therefore provide an additional means of immobilizing 
the position of the push button 27 from rotating. 
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To ensure the operation of the switch elements 
1 8A- 1 8D, there has to be provided a gap f (Fig.3) be- 
tween the tips of the push members 28A- 28D and 
the movable contacts 16A- 16D. There also has to be 
maintained a coupling (an engagement) between the 5 
pawts 29A- 29D of the rods 30A- 30D and the pawls 
14A- 14D of the supports 15A- 15D by forcing the 
push button 27 away from the base 11 underthe nor- 
mal operational position. For this purpose, a spiral 
spring 33 (Fig. 4) is placed between the base 11 and 10 
the push button 27 at a position defined by an extru- 
sion 32 formed in the central portion of the push but- 
ton 27. 

Further, the elastic supports 34 having catches 
are used for mounting this combination push switch is 
device on a printed wiring board or similar portion of 
equipment, and the terminal block 21 of the contact 
sheet 13 is used for connecting the combination push 
switch device with the circuit of the equipment by 
means of a connector or a functionally similar ele- 20 
ment. 

The operation of the combination push switch de- 
vice of this embodiment wfll now be explained. 

With reference to Fig. 6, assume, for example, 
that it is desired to operate the switch element 18A. 25 

The specified push position 35Aof the push but- 
ton 27 corresponding to the switch element 18A is de- 
pressed and the push button 27 is tilted, with the re- 
spective coupling points between the pawls 14B and 
1 4C of the supports 15B and 15C and the pawls 29B 30 
and 29C of the rods 30B and 30C serving as fulcra in 
a seesaw motion. 

After the push member 28A located under the 
push position 35Ais moved downward the distance of 
the gap f and further the central portion 26A of the 35 
movable contact 16A is moved downward the dis- 
tance of the snap back stroke e, the small circular 
contact 20A of the fixed contact 12A will come into 
contact with the elastic dome-shaped movable con- 
tact 16A. 40 

Upon removal of the depressing force from the 
push position 35A, the push button 27 returns to its 
original position due to the force of the spiral spring 
33. At the same time, the movable contact 16A will 
also return to its original state as shown in Fig. 5 due 45 
to its own elastic force. 

in order for the push members 28B and 28D of 
the push button 27 not to depress the respective cor- 
responding movable contacts 16B and 16D of the 
switch elements 18B and 18D when the push button 50 
27 is tflted as in Fig. 6, the downward travel distance 
9 (Fig. 7) of the push members 28B and 28D should 
be less than the aforementioned gap distance f be- 
tween the tips of the push members 28B and 28D and 
the respective movable contacts 16B and 16D. 55 

When the distance between each of the switch 
elements 18A and 1 8C (Fig. 6) and the center of the 
push button 27 is k, and the distance between the ful- 


cra and the center with the tilted push button is h, the 
downward travel distance g of the push member 28B 
wiil be expressed by the equation (1) below: 
g = (e + f).h/(h + k)ssf (1) 

In this case, the fulcrum (also referred to herein 
as the "(apparent) fulcrum") is at the point where the 
line connecting the coupling points of the supports 
1 5B and 30B and those of the supports 1 5C and 30C 
crosses the X, axis. 

From the equation (1), the gap distance f can be 
derived as in the equation (2) below: 
f^e.h/k (2) 

In the present embodiment, h is made equal to k 
(h = k) and f becomes equal to or larger than e (f £ 
e). 

In other words, the gap distance f between each 
of the switch elements 18A- 18D and each of the cor- 
responding push members 28A- 28D should be equal 
to or larger than the return back stroke e (e.g., the ac- 
tuation stroke of the switch element) of the movable 
contacts 1 6A- 1 6D. Therefore, when a switch element 
having a short actuation stroke e, such as the above- 
mentioned switch element is used, the thickness of 
the combination push switch device becomes small. 

Additionally, in case of h=k (h/k=1), the seesaw 
motion of the push button is very smooth and the ex- 
tremely stabilized operation of it is achieved. In this 
embodiment the (apparent) fulcra of the seesaw mo- 
tion are at the same positions as the switch elements 
18A- 18D and the respective push members 28A- 
28D. It will be understood by those skilled in the art 
that the term "the same positions," means that the 
(apparent) fulcra are placed in substantially the same 
positions on the X r X^ and Y r Y^ axes as the switch 
elements and the push members. However, minor de- 
viations from the placement of the apparent fulcra in 
precisely the same positions (as the switch elements 
and the push members) are possible. Such deviations 
will not alter operabiiity of this invention, and are fully 
within the scope of the invention. 

As a result of investigating other embodiments 
similar to the present embodiment, a ratio of h/k being 
in the range of 0.8 to 1 .4 (0.8 ^ h/k ^ 1 .4) is preferable 
in stability of the push button operation. 

Also, as is clear from the equation (2), a smaller 
value of h, e.g., as the coupling points become closer 
to the center of the push button 27, will result in the 
smailer gap distance f, contributing to making the 
combination push switch device smaller in thickness. 

In an alternative embodiment, the linkage means 
of the base and of the push button are positioned so 
that h^k, where h and k are as defined above. In this 
embodiment when h is equal to or smaller than k (h 
^ k), e.g. , the supports 15A- 15D and the rods 30A 
- 30D are arranged so as to have the (apparent) fulcra 
of the seesaw motion on the X1 and Y1 axis situated 
in the same positions as or inside the switch elements 
18A- 18Dandthe push members 28A-28D, it will be- 


5 


9 


EP 0 587 406 A2 


10 


come possible to realize a combination push switch 
device of smaller thickness. 

As a preferred exemplary embodiment of the 
means to couple the push button 27 with the base 11 , 
an example wherein supports 15A- 1 5D having pawls 5 
14A - 14D on the tips thereof are coupled with rods 
30A- 30D having pawls 29A- 29D on the tips thereof, 
respectively, has been illustrated. However, other 
means of coupling can also be employed. For in- 
stance, each of the tips of the rods 30A- 30D as used w 
in this embodiment can be U-shaped and the pawls 
14A- 14D (having a suitable complementary shape, 
such as a hook-shape or a U-shape) of the supports 
15A - 15D can be hung on the U-shaped tips of the 
rods 30A- 30D, respectively, to complete the coupling 15 
between the rods 30A - 30D and the supports 15A- 
15D. 

Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 8, four supports 
43A - 43D having pawls 42A- 42D on the tips thereof, 
respectively, are formed on a base 41 in the same 20 
way as the foregoing embodiment, and four holes 46A 
- 46D having projections 45A - 45B therein, respec- 
tively, are formed in a push button 44. In this embodi- 
ment, coupling of the base 41 and the push button 44 
can be achieved by having the supports 43A- 43D in- 25 
serted in the holes 46A- 46D and the pawls 42A- 42D 
coupled with the projections 45A- 45D, respectively. 
In yet another alternative embodiment (not illustrat- 
ed), the coupling between a base and a push button 
can be achieved by having four holes each, with a pro- 30 
jection, formed in the base and four rods, each with 
a pawi, formed on the push button. 

Asecond embodiment of the invention is illustrat- 
ed in Fig. 9 and Fig. 10 which show a combination 
push switch device, which is a modified version of the 35 
combination push switch device of the first embodi- 
ment discussed above. This combination push switch 
device has a structure which additionally comprises a 
push button 27 having in its central portion an opening 
36 with a projected step formed inside thereof, a sec- 40 
ond push button 37 having a push member 28E to be 
inserted In the hole 36, and a switch element 18E 
formed on the base 11 at a position opposite to the 
push member 28E. 

The second push button 37 is provided with four 45 
rods 38A- 380 (the rods 38B and 38D are not shown 
in Fig. 10), each having a pawl on the tip thereof. The 
second push button 37 is movable downwards inde- 
pendently from the push button 27, but is prevented 
from moving upwards beyond the position where the so 
tip of the push member 26E is on a level with the tips 
of the otherfourpush members of the push button 27. 

Therefore, the switch element 18E can be oper- 
ated separately from the other switch elements 18A- 
1 8D by depressing the push button 37. Additionally, 55 
the switch element 18E is not affected by the opera- 
tion of the push button 27. 

It will be understood by those skilled in the art 
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that the switch elements 1 8A- 1 8D of this second em- 
bodiment are constructed and operated in substan- 
tially the same manner as the switch elements 18A- 
1 8D of the first embodiment of the invention illustrat- 
ed in Figs. 1-8, and discussed above. Similarly, the 
construction and operation of the combination push 
switch device of this second embodiment is substan- 
tially the same as those of the first embodiment ex- 
cept for the particular differences illustrated and dis- 
cussed herein. 

A third embodimentof the invention is shown with 
reference to Fig. 11 through Fig. 15, which illustrate 
a combination push switch device which comprises 
an encoding function. Such a device can be used in 
various applications, for example, in a remote control- 
ler for video cassette recorders. 

An element 51 is a resin molded base, on which 
a contact sheet 52 formed of a temperature resistant 
resin film is laminated. On the contact sheet 52 are 
formed, for example by printing and baking, a circular 
arc-shaped fixed contact 53 (Fig. 13) for a rotational 
encoder on the outer circumference, two fixed con- 
tacts 54 for switch elements near the central portion, 
and a terminal block 55 for connection with outside in 
the end portion. 

Five elastic supports 58, each having a pawl 56 
on its tip to prevent slipping of the elastic supports 58, 
and four elastic supports 59, each having a pawl 57 
on its tip to prevent slipping of the elastic supports 59, 
are formed by molding together with the base 51 at 
positions equally spaced along a circular arc line be- 
tween said circular arc-shaped fixed contacts 53 and 
said fixed contacts 54 for switch elements. 

An element 60 is a resin molded ring-like knob, 
which is held by the elastic supports 58 formed on the 
base 51 in such a way that it can be rotated. 

Also, under the bottom surface of the knob 60 are 
held a slide contact 61 , which is formed of a thin metal 
plate and which contacts the circular arc-shaped 
fixed contacts 53; and, therefore formed two extrud- 
ed steps 62Aand 62B for clamping down ends 63B of 
a spiral spring 63. 

The main coiling portion 63Aof the spiral spring 
63 is squeezed into inside the circumference laid out 
by the elastic supports 59 erected on the base 51 and 
the ends 63B of the spiral spring 63 are clamped 
down on the sides 64A and 64B of the elastic sup- 
ports 59 and on the two extruded steps 62A and 62B 
of the ring-like knob 60. 

An element 65 is an elastic dome-shaped mov- 
able contact for a switch element One such movable 
contact is mounted over each respective fixed contact 
54 by an adhesive insulating f flm 66 (Fig. 16). 

Details of the switch element formed (as in the 
first embodiment) of a fixed contact and a movable 
contact will be described by referring to Fig 13 and 
Fig. 16. 

Each respective fixed contact 54 is comprised of 
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a C-shaped ring-like contact 54A located on an outer 
circumference, a smaller circular contact 54B located 
in the central portion, and leads 54C and 54D which 
connect the respective contacts to a terminal block 

An insulating paint layer 54E is applied by printing 
over the area where the C-shaped ring-like contact 
54A is cut out and the lead 54D from the smaller cir- 
cular contact 54B passes. 

The position of the movable contact 65 to be 10 
mounted over the fixed contact 54 is determined so 
as to have its outer periphery 65A superimposed ex- 
actly on and contacted with the C-shaped ring-like 
contact and the entire movable contact 65 is covered 
by an adhesive insulating film 66 to have its periphery 15 
fixed onto the base 51. 

At this time, the curved central portion 65Bof the 
movable contact 65 keeps a fixed gap from the small 
circular contact 54B. 

The lead 54D and the periphery 65A of the mov- 20 
able contact 65 superimposed over the lead 54D are 
insulated from each other by the insulating paint layer 
54E. 

An element 67 is a push button for actuating the 
switch element formed of the fixed contact 54 and the 25 
movable contact 65. The push button 67 is comprised 
of an upper circular flat member 67A, push member 
67B extending downwards to the respective movable 
contacts 65 and rods 67C with pawls for holding the 
push button 67 In a specified position. ~ 30 

The rods 67C are formed at the places opposite 
to the respective elastic supports 59 and arranged on 
a semi-circie which is a little smaller than the circle in- 
scribed with the elastic supports 59 laid out on the 
base 51 along a circular arc (C-shaped). 35 

The pawls 67D on the tips of the rods 67C are 
coupled with the corresponding pawls 57, which are 
formed on the tips of the elastic supports 59 to pre- 
vent the pawls 57 from slipping off, with a snapping 
action due to the elasticity of the elastic supports 59 ao 
by just depressing the push button 67. 

Two rods out of the four rods 67C are restricted 
in the rotational motion thereof by projections for ro- 
tation stoppage 68 (Fig. 1 5), which are formed on the 
base 51 at positions located side by side with the 45 
elastic supports 58 and 59, thereby preventing rota- - 
tion of the push button 67. 

To ensure the operation of the switch elements, 
a gap between the tips of the push members 67B and 
the movable contacts 65 is created. To maintain a so 
coupling between the pawls 67D of the rods 67C and 
the pawls 57 of the elastic supports 59, a spring coil 
69 of a relatively small diameter is inserted in the cen- 
tral portion of the push button 67. 

The operation of the combination push switch de- 55 
vice of this embodiment will now be explained. 

For purposes of illustration and exemplification, 
an example where the push button 67 is depressed 


for selecting a mode of operation of a cassette tape 
recorder will be described. 

When a flat area 67E surrounded by an ellipse on 
the push button 67 (Fig. 12) is depressed, the push 
member 67B located on the bottom surface of the 
push button 67 is moved downwards. Then, the tip of 
the push member 67B depresses the corresponding 
movable contact 65 causing its central portion 65B to 
be pushed down and come into contact with a small 
circular contact 54B. This causes an electrical contact 
between the C-shaped ring-like contact 54A and the 
small circular contact 54B through the movable con- 
tact65. 

As a result, an electrical signal is passed to the 
terminal block 55 through the specified leads 54B 
and 54C. 

At this time, the spiral spring 69 is a little relaxed 
and two of the pawls 67D located near the depressed 
flat portion 67E surrounded by an ellipse are detach- 
ed from the pawls 57 of the elastic supports 59. 

When the depress force imposed on the push 
button 67 is removed, the push button 67 returns to 
its original position due to the eiasticforce of the spiral 
spring 69, and also the movable contact 65 is restored 
to its original dome-shape as shown in Fig. 16 be- 
cause of its own elasticity. 

Next, there will be described the use of the com- 
bination push switch device of this embodiment to 
perform an encoding function, namely the "shuttle" 
function, whereby the speed of "Replay" is varied in 
a video cassette recorder. 

When the ring-like knob 60 is rotated right (in the 
clockwise direction) from the position for "Still Picture 
Replay" wherein the ring-like knob 60 is maintained 
in the neutral position, the elastic slide contact 61 
held on the bottom surface of the ring-like knob 60 will 
be sliding on the circular arc-shaped fixed contact 53 
and the position where both of the contacts are in 
touch with each other will be changed. 

As a result, the output signal to the terminal block 
55 is changed and the replay speed can be changed. 

At that time, the ring-like knob 60 is rotated while 
one of the ends 63B of the spiral spring 63 is hooked 
by the extruded step 62A (or 62B) created on the bot- 
tom surface of the ring-like knob 60, and the main 
coiling portion 63A of the spring coil 63 contracts 
against the elastic force exerted. Upon removal of the 
force exerted on the ring-like knob 60, the ring-like 
knob 60 will be restored to its original neutral position, 
e.g. t "Still Picture Replay" position, due to the elastic 
force of the main coiling portion 63A of the spiral 
spring 63. 

Although an example of using circular arc-shap- 
ed contacts 53 and a slide contact 61 has been illu- 
strated in Embodiment 3 as a preferred means of de- 
tecting the rotational angle of the ring-like knob 60, 
other means of detection can also be used. 

For instance, a continuous ring-like resistance 
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film formed of an electric resistive material can be 
used instead of the circular arc-shaped contacts 53 
and by sliding a slide contact on said resistance film ' 
the rotational angle of a ring-like knob can be detect- 
ed from the changes in electric resistance. 5 

Also, it is possible to use a detection means 
wherein a magnetic film recorded with a magnetic sig- 
nal pattern is placed on the bottom surface of a ring- 
like knob and magnetic signals are detected by a mag- 
netic head installed on a base to detect the rotational 10 
angle of the knob. 

Further, it is also possible to use a rotational an- 
gle detection means known in the art as an optional 
encoder, wherein a light emitting device, a slit serving 
as a window, and a light receiving device are assem- 15 
bled together. 

According to the present invention, a wide range 
of variations, changes and modifications can be made 
to the exemplary embodiments described above. 

For example, aithough a switch element of a 20 
dome-shaped movable contact type was described in 
the foregoing exemplary embodiments, a push ele- 
ment which is actuated by an up and down (vertical) 
movement of an associated knob can be used in- 
stead. 25 

Additionally, in place of a base which is molded 
Integrally with supports and other elements descri- 
bed above, a printed wiring board or a die-cast base 
can be used. 

Furthermore, the spiral spring used as the return 30 
force means in one of the embodiments described 
above can be replaced by a plate spring or other suit- 
able elastic materials, such as rubber, sponge or the 
like. 

Although, in the second preferred embodiment of 35 
the invention, discussed above, the second push but- 
ton illustrated therein is of a rectangular or square 
shape, the second push button of any other shape, 
such as circular, may be used. 

The embodiments described above provide a 40 
number of significant advantages. The combination 
push switch device, such as that illustrated in Figs. 1- 
7, provides a convenient and easy means of operating 
a plurality of switch elements independently of each 
other with a single push button. Such switch elements 45 
are operated independently due to the seesaw-like 
motion of the push button, while the operation of the 
other switch elements is effectively prevented by the 
features described above. Such a construction of the 
device enables the manufacturer to substantially re- 50 
duce the number of components used in its assembly 
as compared to similar prior art devices. This, of 
course, also simplifies and reduces the cost of the as- 
sembiy of the device. 

The seesaw-like motion of the push button is fa- 55 
cilitated by the coupling of the linkage means of the 
base and the linkage means of the push button. The 
couplings provide fulcra points at least two places of 
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the device for a stabilized motion of the push button. 
Thus, even with the activation of one of the switch 
elements, it is possible to effectively keep the other 
switch elements open and therefore non-active. This 
provides an effective means of preventing inadver- 
tent and/or erroneous activation of one of the switch 
elements which is not intended to be activated. 

The extremely compact construction of the 
switch elements, combined with the use of a single 
push button, results in a substantial reduction of thick- 
ness of the entire combination push switch device. 
The assembly of the combination push switch device 
is substantially simplified by the ability to form multi- 
ple switch elements at the same time on the base. 

Furthermore, the construction of the linkage 
means of the base and the push button comprising a 
support provided with a slip preventive means, such 
a pawl, and the fabrication of the supports (or rods) 
of the base or of the push button, in the most prefer- 
red embodiment from elastic material, facilitates the 
coupling of the linkage means of the base and of the 
push button with each other. Such a coupling is ac- 
complished by simply pressing the push button down 
towards the base, which aiso simplifies the final as- 
sembly of the device. 

The thickness of the entire combination push 
switch device is furthermore reduced by the feature 
of having the linkage means placed in appropriate 
positions, such that the fulcra of the seesaw motion 
are located inside the switch elements. This elimin- 
ates a possible erroneous operation of the other 
switch elements even if the gaps between the switch 
elements and the push members are narrow. This fur- 
ther reduces the thickness of the entire combination 
push switch device. 

Furthermore, the appropriate sizing of the gap 
between the push members and the switch elements 
also prevents or eliminates the possibility of errone- 
ous, unintended operation of a switch element which 
is not intended to.be activated. 

Additionally, the absence of a linkage means in 
the central portion of the push button makes it possi- 
ble to provide an opening in the push button, and the 
addition of an individual, second push button which 
can be placed in the central portion of that push but- 
ton. This provides additional flexibility for the function 
of the combination push switch device since the sec- 
ond push button can now operate an additional switch 
element 

The provision of the rotational angle detecting 
means in one of the preferred embodiments descri- 
bed above provides an additional measure of flexibil- 
ity to the device. Such an embodiment does not ap- 
preciably increase the thickness of the combination 
push switch device, yet it provides an additional en- 
hanced function therefor, namely the possibility of 
providing an encoding function, such as a variable 
speed control for video cassette recorders. 
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It is therefore intended that the foregoing descrip- 
tion of the invention be regarded as illustrative rather 
nan limiting and that it be understood that it is thefol- 
lowlng claims, including all equivalents thereof, which 
are intended to define the scope of the invention. 5 


Claims 

1. A combination push switch device comprising: io 
a base which comprises at least two 
switch elements and linkage means placed in at 
least two positions on said base; 

a push button having push members at 
each respective position opposite to each of said is 
switch elements and linkage means at each re- 
spective position opposite to each of the linkage 
means of said base; and 

a return means which forces said push 
button to return to its original position upon re- 20 
leasing a depress force from said push button; 

said base and said push button assembled 
together through a coupling between said link- 
age means of the base and said linkage means 
of the push button, so as to allow a vertical move- 25 
ment of said push button. 

2. The combination push switch device of claim 1 
wherein each of said switch elements comprises 
a fixed contact formed on the upper surface of 30 
the base, a movable contact arranged on the 
fixed contact, and an adhesive insulating film for 
maintaining the movable contact on the fixed 
contact. 


The combination push switch device of claim 1 
wherein said movable contact is domed-shaped. 


35 


4. The combination push switch device of claim 1 
wherein the linkage means of said base compris- 40 
es a first support and the linkage means of said 
push button comprises a second support, each of 
said first and second supports having a pawl on 

the tip thereof to prevent slipping of the linkage 
means of said base from the linkage means of 45 
said push button. 

5. The combination push switch device of claim 4 
wherein thefiretand second supports are formed 
of an elastic material. 

50 

6. The combination push switch device of claim 1 
wherein said linkage means of the base and of 
the push button are arranged so as to satisfy a 
formula of 0.8 s h/k s 1 .4, where k is the distance 55 
between the center of said push button and each 

of the said push members and h is the distance 
between said center of the push button and ful- 


crum of a seesaw motion of the push button 
measured along the line connecting the center of 
the push button and said push member. 

7. The combination push switch device of claim 1 
wherein said linkage means of the base and of 
the push button are arranged so as to satisfy a 
formula of h S k, where k is the distance between 
the center of said push button and each of said 
push members and h Is the distance between 
said center of the push button and fulcrum of a 
seesaw motion of the push button measured 
along the line connecting the center of the push 
button and said push member. 

8. The combination push switch device of claim 1 
wherein said switch elements and said push 
members are arranged respectively at four posi- 
tions which are located at an equal distance from 
the ongin of a first rectangular coordinate axis, 
and said linkage means of the base and the link- 
age means of the push button are arranged re- 
spectively at four positions located at an equal 
distance from the origin of a second rectangular 
coordinate axis which is rotated from said first 
rectangular coordinate axis by 45 degrees. 

9. The combination push switch device of claim 1 
which additionally comprises: 

a second push button, which is inserted in 
an opening provided in the substantially central 
portion of said push button and which is movable 
independently from said push button in the vert- 
ical direction, and 

a separate switch element arranged on 
said base at a position opposite to said central 
push button. 

10. A combination push switch device comprising: 
a base which comprises at least two 
swrtch elements and a linkage means placed in at 
least two positions on said base; 

a push button comprising push members 
at each respective position opposite to each of 
said switch elements and a linkage means at 
each respective position opposite to each of the 
linkage means of said base; 

a return means which forces said push 
button to return to its original position upon re- 
leasing a depress force from said push button; 

a ring-like knob arranged outside the cir- 
cumference of said push button, said ring-like 
knob provided with a knob-placed linkage means; 

a linkage means for the knob arranged on 
said base at positions opposite to said knob- 
placed linkage means; 

a rotational angle detecting means for de- 
tecting rotational angles of said ring-like knob; 
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a rotational return means for returning said 
ring-like knob to the original position thereof upon 
releasing a rotational operation; 

said base and said push button assembled s 
together through a coupling between said link- 
age means of the base and said linkage means 
of the push button, so as to allow a vertical move- 
ment of said push button, and said base and said 
ring-like knob assembled together through a cou- 10 
pling between said linkage means for the knob on 
the base and said knob-placed linkage means to 
allow a rotational movement of said ring-like 
knob. 

. 4 _ 15 

11. The combination push switch device of claim 10, 
wherein said linkage means for the knob on the 
base is comprised of supports provided with 
pawls on the tips thereof to prevent slipping of 
said linkage means for the knob on the base and 20 
said knob-placed linkage means. 

12. The combination push switch device of claim 10, 
wherein said rotational angle detecting means 
comprises a slide contact created on the bottom 25 
surface of said ring-like knob and circular arc- 
shaped contacts formed on said base at positions 
opposite to said slide contact. 
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